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THE SYCAMORE TREE 


Dry leaves of September and belis ringing 
Echoing through the three-trunked giant 
Leaves plop and rasp along the walk 

Piie in the hedge for а dusty wall 


Make fireand smoke in the noontime haze 


Time clicks like leaves like snow like rain 
Floods past to now and now to beyond 

And i am tossed and friends are tossed 

Frem valley to crest from valley to crest 
And some are drownea but the crest bears on 


Throughsunlight moonlight seasons and time 


Wisdom the tree has deep and high 

Quiet for bird and patterned song 

Winds whispering nudging warming cooling 
Rains laving beating falling as snow 


Speaking in leaves in seasons: Wisdom 


Helen McGAUGHEY 
U.S.A 


ORO SUI. TEMPLI 


Sui templi eterni, sacri a Poseidone 
е: l'oro del tramonto. 

{1 sole che da secoli li bacia 

anche stasera, lento, lì abbandona» 
Restano nel silenzio della notte 
immani e fermi come dei giganti 

ad attendere l'alba di domani. 

Do mani ancor riapriran le rose 
petali rossi attorno ai capitelli 

ed ombre e luci giocheranno un altro 
giorno, sul canto onusto di millenni. 
E tu sarai tra le colonne, bianca 
nel peplo antico immagine d'Amore 
come quando i tuoi balsami recavi 
Sacerdotessa, all'ara. 

E tu sarai, bianca di pepli, vera 
Come un giorno егі vera all'ambulacro 
del tempio nuovo. 

il mare, d'onda in onda, come ieri 
risuonera' smorzato nei meandri 
delle transenne sotto le volture 

e sara’ il mare che ti cerca ancora 


custode antica in pepli verginali. 


Elena MONTANELLI MENICATTI 


OPPRESSION 


0 bouilloire qui geint qui geint 
Lorsque l'Anxiété m'étreint 

Que la persécution me pourchasse 
Traque 

Et Fracasse 

Mon pauvre Esprit 

En névralgies 

Je m'entends 

Pareil à la bouilloire 

Qui m'agace 


Et me tracasse 


Jean MONGE 


France 


AUTUNNO 


L'Autunno 

ef un torello giovane 
dalle corna dorate, 
tecinto di pampini 


come | апі: со Bacco. 


infuria 

tra le foglie gialle, 
si scaglia nel vento, 
impazzito 


di rossi tramonti. 


Si sdraia, sfinito, 


nelle pigre pozzanghere. 


Oh! Lasciatelo 


al suo tempo brevei 


Nei larghi occhi s*accoglie 
gia! i*ombra delie nebbie, 
dilaga, mite, 


il presagio del sacrificio. 


Elvez:a MILANI 


BORNE ON THE WIND 


it is the wind, the bold ana braggart way 

it blows, reminding me you loved it so-- 

It must have been a wila and blustery day, 

A windy state, where you were born - | Know 

It was the challenge that brought you a thrill 

To brave a time when OM gusts blew, but | 
Liked evening best when wind died down, and still 
You come to me in spirit when the sky 

Is rent with tumbling clouds that float so fast 

| feel you near, The wind callis to my heart. 

l'd chain it with a rope of stars, at last, 

And keep you here and never from you part. 

Blow winds, blow wildly now, strong, fresh, and free, 


8low winds, and bring my loved опе back to me. 


Nina PHALEN 
U.S.A. 


LA PANCHINA VERDE 


Su una panchina verde 


Una viola appassita 


Ріш! lontano, nella nebbia 


un pianto strozzato 


Un fanale,freddo 


sembra urlare. 


Guido RINALDI 


MORNING. SONG 


Welcome the morning 

With plans for adorning 
The day with (bote song: 
Fashion your living 

On Truth of forgiving 


Each hour its fancied wrong. 


Smile through your sadness 
іп tune with new gladness 
And fill the way with light: 
Bring to dawn's nearness 
The sight of your dearness 


And start the day aright. 


Helen Rooney YOUNG 
U.S.A. 


AURORA 


La rugiada che il ciglio le imperlava 
Si dissolve sul suo leggiadro viso 
{1 niveo peplo che al vento ondeggiava 


D'aureo color s'e” ora circonciso. 


Qual silfide che l'agil pie* avanza 

Al dolce appel de l'Amorin Cupido 

E fra i letti di fior si muove a danza 
$1 come fa di Parsifal al grido, 

Cosi lo sguardo acuto in lontananza, 
Vigile scolta e le pupille fise, 

Vér l'Oriente a veleggiar s'avanza. 
Lesta le porte con gioiose grida 


Ridente schiude al Paterno Carro 


Ассһе! del Sole il raggio а noi sorrida. 


Lina SAVE VITOLO 


PRAYER. FOR. AN. ALTAR. BOY 


He was a child of Yours, dear God, 
And not ours to enjoy. 
Give him the task he liked the best 


Serving as altar boy. 


To wait upon Someone like You 
Will make him feel so proud. 
May angels sew his lace vestment 


From remanets of a cloud. 


Give him a flaming torch to hold 

So he may go and light 

The candle stars which You have placed 
Оп altars of the night. 


Marcella M.ROSSITER 
U.S.A 


ALLA. LUNA 


0, luna, che vaghi. nel cielo 
trapunto di stelle fulgenti 

e vesti d'argenteo manto 

le cose assopite e silenti; 

tu veli la pace del mondo, 

nel lento fluir della notte, 
di un dolce mistero profondo. 
Sei lume e del ben dolce. amica, 
del buio e dei. furti nemica. 
Sei pura, benigna e sincera 
nel candido. е placido viso 

e doni allo stanco viandante 
la lena, la gioia, il sorriso. 
Ei vede per te la sua via, 

la via che conduce lontano 

ed alla casetta natia; 

e à te volge un canto d'amore, 


che grato gli sgorga dal cuore. 


Antonietta SIGNORELLA 


ЕІСТІОМ 


Ta bouche scellée поп dilemme 
Et ton rire inaéchiftre 
Ton silence sans interpréte 


Et mes mains ignorant leur but 


Mes pas de danse dans la nuit 
Siva rythmé comme un doux chantre 
Et ta robe galbée vent d'orage 


Tes deux doigts sur ta bouche scellée 


Ma barque vogue lointain rivage 
Ой sont les phares de tes yeux 
Rien ne répéte ton image 


Soit le jour soit encor la nuit 


Que sont devenus les mirages 
Obsédantes clameurs du désir 
Si queique barque a fait naufrage 


11 n'en est plus de souvenir 


Jean SYLVAIRE 


France 


NOSTALGIE 
(JE. VOUDRAIS. TANT POUVOIR....) 


Je voudrais tant pouvoir vivre tout prés de Toi, 
Me griser de tes yeux, corolles de tendresse, 
Et t'offrir en retour un fol amour de roi, 
Dont la doucer te comblerait d'exquise ivressel 


Je voudrais tant pouvoir vivre tout prés de. Toi 
Et t'otfrir en retour ип fol amour de roi! 


A chaque instant du jour, sans fin, je le voudrais, 

Уоцага 18. m'anéantir dans ton regard.si tendre, 

Ne voudrais étre.aimé que par Toi.désormais, 

Et demeurer seul ici-bas à te comprendre? M 


A chaque instant du jour; sans fin, je le voudrais, 
Ne voudrais être aimé que par. Toi désormais! 


0 mon beau rêve, ah! puisses-tu t:épanouir 

En une floraison prochaine, radieuse! 

ELLE et MOI, puisse enfin l'amour nous réunir 
En une seule vie à jamais merveilleuse! 


0 mon beau.réve, ah! puisses-tu t'épanouir! 
ELLE et MOi, puisse enfin l'amour nous réunir! 


René-Michel UNTEREINER 


France 


MEZZANOTTE 


Mezzanotte, va via l'anno che fu, 
si porta dietro i sogni e l'allegria 
e lascia solo la malinconia 


e un anno in meno nella gioventu? 


Mezzanotte, 11 nuovo anno si avanza, 
scaccia da noi quella malinconia, 
perche’ il suo volto, pieno di allegria, 


ci porta un grande dono: la speranza. 


Marvo VALTANCOLI 


VERTIGE 


Nébuleuse au chemin, long, de siécles-lumiére! 
infiniment petits, dans l'univers si grand, 
Révele, de nos jours à notre oeil ignorant 


Face au gouffre sans nom, ferment d'heure première! 


————— ——————— Á— 


La terre ne serait que fragile chaumière 
Dans le grand tourbillon de cet ensemble erranti 


Tout cela tournerait, 2 prodige effarant, 


Par le fait du hasard, еп valse coutumiére? E 
Combien est dépassé tout notre entendement! 

Notre savoir humain, trés misérablement 

Se tait! C'est que vraiment, la Puissance Eternelle 
L'écrase , le surprendi Tout est mystérieux!... 


Et la Présence est là!.....Immense, solenneilel 


Pour mon élan d'amour, Créateur giorieuxi 


Jean VIALLET 


France 


PALATINE 


We sauntered slowly on the path | 
Which wound its way as made by kine 
Past moulding ruin, budding bush, 


Up slope of ancient Palatine. 


The crest attained, through arching boughs, 
Our awe-struck eyes beheld unfurlea 
A view of valley there below, 


The very heart of ancient world. 


Surrounded by the guardian hills 
Stood temple ruins of olden time 
On either side the Sacred Way 
From ‘neath us to Capitoline. 


Aglint beneath the morning sun 
The snow white marble Titus! arch 
in silence stood though once so stirred 


By thund'ring tread of triumph march. 


Here was the house where once reposed | 
The Vestal Virgins chaste and pure 


Attending home's most sacred fire 


its endless flame bound to assure. 


Ta усы. --- 


ста, я 
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| There temple of the brothers twain, " 
| Brave Castor, Pollux, heroes who, 4 
| іп Battle of Lake Regilius, % 
1 Тһе foes of infant Rome did hew. % 
| Behind it һеареа the brick апа lime E 
| Of broken arches ‘gainst the hill Е 
| All time has left us to remind | Ly 
| Of mad Caligula's evil will. 3 
| We glanced across the Sacred Мау $ 
| Upon а high-rooted ancient hall. 1 
1 iTwas there іп togas, purple. еадеа, 9; 
1 È 


The Roman Senate spoke ot Gaul. 


Beyond, above the valley ticor, 

Where once Jove's temple brightiy gleamed, 
The summit of Capitoline, 

‘Twas holy ground by Romans deemed. 


As on the wondrous. view we looked 

There walked across our mind's full eye - 
Dimvisions of the long dead forms 

Which trod those antique ways so nigh. 


As we walked back the winding path 
Beside us strode with ghostly pace 
Bold Caesar, great Augustus and 
Aurelius wise, with noble face . 


William F.FRATCHER 
Missouri - U.S.A. 
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QUADERNI D1 POESIA 


CAHIERS DE POESIES - BOUQUETS OF POEMS 


Augusto Anedda: CANTI DEL SERPEDDÌ,,. 
Maria Aniello Bravo: “ CREPUSCOLO ,. 

Rosa Franciosi Bosio: * FIORI D'AUTUNNO,, 
Ernest Briggs: “CAPRICCIO ALL'ANTICA 5 
Arnaldo Antonioli Caffi: “FOGLIE SPARSE ,. 
Edith Rayzor Canant: “FRINGE OF STARDUST ,. 
Giuseppina Carillo: * ORE , (edite ed inedite) 

May Courtois Porodo: “AU FIL DU RÉ VE,,. 
Maria De Micheli: * FRAMMENTI, 

Antonietta Di Bari Bruno: * FONTE D'AMORE, 
Turhan Doyran “IL ВА СИЕ ВО 

Ines Maria Gatti: “ CANTI DELLA NATURA, 
Agostino Mario Gigante: * ORE CREPUSCOLARI, 
Cyril E. Goode: * HANDO WITH BULLOCKS,,. 
Alida Carey Gulick: * CAMERA OBSCURA ,. 
Alida Carey Gulick : * AGLAIA,. 

G. Livraghi Verdesca: “MOSAICO CON L’ALFA ВЕТО,. 
Giovanni Lupoli: * IN VELI D'OMBRA, 

Helen Mc Gaughey: “SELECTED POEMS , 
Francesco Montaruli: “ AVIDE PUPILLE, 

Verne Oulens: “TOT,,. 

Gladys Pagel: “THROUGH A POET'S EYES, 
Francis Parouty : “INGENUITÉ,,. 

Ada Ronzini: “ TONI E VIBRAZIONI, 

Gloria K. Shapiro: “SIXTEEN POEMS,,. 

Ruth Forbes Sherry: т PROMISES ме 

Imperia Soliani: " COME VOLO D’UCCELLI, 
Imperia Soliani: "* PESCA D’ OMBRE, 

Agnes C. Tucker: * THE CR YSTAL TREE > 
Delia Venzo: “IL FIENO LA CARNEELA GLORIA,. 


Annamaria Gasparri: 


“IL PRATO DELLE FRAGOLE, (racconti). 
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THE FOUR WISCONSIN CAPITOLS 


By JoHN С. D. Маск 


Wisconsin territory was created by act of congress April 20, 1836, 
including under this act the area of the states of Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, Iowa and the portion of the two Dakotas east of the Missouri 
river and its northern tributary, the White Earth river, this latter 
being in the northwestern corner of North Dakota. It was then known 
that the territory would be reduced in size at a later date. 

The temporary seat of the territorial government was established 
at Belmont, a village built for the occasion with the possible hope 
that it might become the capital city of the future state, a hope 
which was soon shattered. 

Belmont was located in what is now Lafayette county between Platt 
and Belmont Mounds, landmarks visible for twenty-five miles in every 
direction. Тһе site of the village is about five and one-half miles 
northeast of Platteville, about one-fourth mile from the present C. & 
N. W. railway station Leslie. 


The First Capitol 


In anticipation of the coming of the legislature, a frame building had 
been erected by James Atchison from whom it was rented for the 
use of the legislature. 

This building was a two-story structuré with a battlement front, 
twenty-five by forty feet in dimensions. Тһе timber for the building 
was purchased in Pittsburgh and brought down the Ohio river and up 
the Mississippi by steamboat and landed at Galena from whence it 
was hauled thirty miles to Belmont. Тһе interior was lathed with 
Split oak and plastered, making a very substantial frame building 
for the time. 

The territorial legislature met in this building in a forty-six day 
session between October 25 and December 9, 1836. А long struggle 
took place during this session in both the council and house of repre- 
sentatives in fixing the location of the future capital city, the follow- 
ing locations being proposed in various motions to replace Madison 
which was named in the bill: Fond du Lac, DuBuque, Portage, Helena, 
Milwaukee, Racine, Belmont, Mineral Point, Platteville, Astor, Cass- 
ville, Belleview, Koshkonong, Wisconsinapolis, Peru, Wisconsin City, 
Burlington, City of the Four Lakes, Osceola, Prairie du Chien. 

Madison was finally selected, probably through the efforts of Judge 
James Duane Doty, later governor, who had had a survey made of 
the present site of Madison in anticipation of its being made the 
capital city. Judge Doty also had surveys of Wisconsinapolis and the 
City of the Four Lakes, being part owner of these sites as well as 
of the Madison site. 
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After the capital was taken away from Belmont the village lost its 
importance and when the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway 
was built through about three miles to the south, the village was 
removed to a new location on the railway, the present flourishing vil- 
lage of Belmont. 

The territorial capitol building had a varied but not a very pic- 
turesque career, finally in the later eighties being moved about one 
hundred yards south where it was used as a barn until purchased by 
the state in 1919. 

The legislature of 1917 created the Belmont capitol commission, 
with instructions to purchase two acres about the original site, pur- 
chase the old building, move it to this park and restore it, for which 
purposes a preliminary appropriation of $3,000 was made. Тһе 
commission consists of Hon, M. P. Rindlaub of Platteville. chairman, 
Hon. Platt Whitman and the state chief engineer, ex officio. 

On account of title difficulties the land was not purchased until 
1919. The legislature of 1921 provided additional funds in the amount 
of $5,250 for the completion of the restoration of the building and the 
improvement of the park. 

The illustration is from a photograph taken August, 1922, after the 
building had been moved to the park and its restoration completed. 
Тһе original site was purchased by the Wisconsin Federation of 
Women’s Clubs in 1910. In 1912 the Federation provided an iron fence 
about the site and a granite and bronze marker at its center, the 
marker being indicated by X in the frontispiece. 

The Federation has cooperated with the Belmont Capitol Commission 
in every way, and has offered to transfer the site to the state, the 
formalities only of this transfer remaining to be completed. 

The Wisconsin territorial legislature of 1837 met in Burlington, 
now in the state of Iowa, on November 6th in a two-story frame build- 
ing, 40 by 70 feet, which was destroyed by fire during the session on 
December 13th. A special session convened at Burlington June 11, 1838. 

While the building in Burlington in which the 1837 legislature met 
might be classed a Wisconsin capitol, this meeting was, in so far 
as Wisconsin was concerned, an interim meeting, for Madison had 
been selected as the future capital and it probably was well known 
that the Mississippi river would soon be the western boundary of 
Wisconsin territory. 

On June 12, 1838, by act of congress, Wisconsin territory was 
reduced to the limits of the present state and the portion of the 
state of Minnesota east of the Mississippi river and east of a 
meridian drawn through Lake Itasca, 


The Second Capitol 


А little more than a year before this act was passed, on June 10, 
1837, workmen had arrived in Madison and begun the construction of 
the capitol under the direction of Augustus А. Bird, building commis- 
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sioner. The corner stone was laid with proper ceremonies on July 4, 
1837, the site being that of the present capitol. 

The building commission first decided on a building to cost between 
$40,000 and $45,000, and attempted to do the work without bids by 
day labor. This method proving unsatisfactory the commission adver- 
tised: for bids on February 20, 1838, under the following specification: 


“To commence on top of the water table—to be built of stone of 
the following dimensions: one hundred and four feet long and fifty- 
four feet wide; the walls to be thirty feet high above the water table, 
first story thirteen feet between joints, second story sixteen feet 
between joints, floor timbers one foot deep, a projection on both sides 
of the edifice of four inches, thirty feet long, which is the length of 
the piazza, same all eut stone to the top of said wall; the remainder of 
said walls to be cut on all the corners of the edifice, and the corners of 
ihe doors and windows and caps and sills of the same. First story 
walls two feet and six inches thick, second story walls two feet thick; 
to be two front doors going into the edifice, to be forty-six windows, 20 
lights 11 by 16 inch glass each window; roof to be square with a 
balustrade rail all around, said roof with a dome on center, 26 feet 
in diameter lighted with glass on top, remainder of dome covered with 
tin above its base. 

"Roof eovered with pine shingles three-eighths of an inch thick; a 
lightning rod put on immediately after roof is finished; two chim- 
ney pieces carried up in the walls, with two fire places in each 
chimney with cut stone jams, two flues carried up in tops equal to 
chimney tops with necessary pipes and tubes; to be four tin con- 
ductors with suitable heads and necessary gutters made of tin or 
sheet lead to convey water into conductors. 

“То be a piazza on each front of said edifice twelve feet projection, 
thirty feet long, placed on stone abutments settled five feet below the 
surface of the ground and raised on a level with the basement story, 
which is five feet above the surface; floor of piazza to be of oak, 
two inches thick, matched; to be steps the whole length of the piazza 
and railing at the ends with heavy banisters; piazza roof to break 
in with roof and cornice of main building; the cornice to be executed 
in the Greecian Doric order; piazza roof to be supported on four 
columns to each piazza suitable size, same order as cornice. 

“First floor to have a hall twenty-four feet through center of edifice, 
and one room on each side of the hall, partitions to be ten inches 
thick, to be two doors in each partition. То be a flight of stairs on 
each side of hall to ascend to second story, floor to be laid with oak 
one and a half inches thick, lined and matched. Hall to be plastered 
with three coat work with cornice overhead. Second floor to be laid 
with oak, one and one-half inches thick, matched, to be divided as 
follows: to be a hall twenty-four feet square in centre for reception 
of the stairs and the light from the top of the dome to lower floor, 
dome to be finished open overhead through to light in the top, with 
proper cornice and plastering; on one side of main hall to be a hall 
seven feet wide the whole length of the edifice; one room for council 
chamber thirty feet square with gallery on one side seven feet wide 
circular supported by two columns with seats elevated, and stairs 
to ascend to gallery, under gallery to be a railing on line with columns 
ог breastworks; to be one room thirty by twenty feet on the other 
side of the hall; to be a hall twenty-eight feet long and ten feet 
wide, and a representative chamber forty by thirty-eight feet fin- 
ished the same as the council chamber. 

"The plastering on this floor to be three coat work, the rooms 
to be all corniced; the council and representative chamber to be 
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finished with an elipsis spring in the corner over head to form panel 
of the level part of the ceiling; to be twelve inside doors, all of which 
are to be made of pine two inches thick in modern styles, the two out- 
side doors to be double finished with egg and dart moulding, and 
suitable fastening and hangings as directed by the acting commis- 
sioner. All doors to be cased with pilasters; all windows to be cased 
with pilasters, with pabbel jams and backs, to the floor; to be counter 
check sash, hung with weights, glass of best quality; all wood work 
except shingles and floor to be painted outside and in, three coats as 
directed by acting commissioner. 

“Said edifice to be completed according to said plan and specifica- 
tion, by the 20th of September, 1839. The outside of said edifice and 
the rooms on the first floor to be completed by the 15th day of 
October next. 


“Signed by J. D. Doty, John F. O’Neil, A. A. Bird, Commissioners. 
“February 20, 1838.” 


The construction dragged on year after year, not being completed 
in all details until some time after 1848. The total cost has never been 
determined but was considerably in excess of $60,000. About 1845 
Dane county paid $20,000 for work in the building, receiving in turn 
the use of offices in the building. 

It has not been possible to find an actual photograph of this second 
capitol, the illustration being taken from a lithograph оп Harrison's 
map of Madison published in 1855. The illustration is doubtless a 
correct representation of the building, as it agrees with the specifica- 
tions and also with the recollections of older residents who were 
familiar with this capitol. 

The stone used in construction was sand stone from Maple Bluff 
on Lake Mendota, the stone being brought across the lake and landed 
near the present Madison city water works pumping station. The 
timber was obtained from the hill on which the executive residence 
now stands. 

The territorial legislature was scheduled to meet in this capitol on 
November 26, 1838, but as the building was not ready for occupancy, 
the House of Representatives met on this date and organized in the 
basement of the American hotel at the north corner of East Washing- 
ton Avenue and North Pinckney Street, a corner now occupied by the 
American Exchange bank. 

The council met upstairs in the hotel and organized on the same 
date. On November 27 the two bodies met in joint session in the 
temporary house quarters in the hotel basement and heard the gov- 
ernor's message. On the following day, November 28, 1838, the legis- 
lature met in the unfinished capitol and worked faithfully under con- 
ditions of low temperature and other discomforts now seemingly unbe- 
lievable until adjournment on December 22. 

Some of these other discomforts are described in detail as follows 
by one of the members of this legislature, Col. Ebenezer Childs: 


"At length we took possession of the new assembly hall The 
floors were laid with green oak boards, full of ice; the walls of the 
room were iced over; green oak seats, and desks made of rough 
boards; one fire-place and one small stove. In a few days the 
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flooring near the stove and fireplace so shrunk on account of the heat, 
that а person could run his hands between the boards. Тһе basement 
story was all open, and James Morrison's large drove of hogs had 
taken possession; they were awfully poor, and it would have taken 
two of them, standing side by side, to have made a decent shadow on 
а bright day. We had a great many smart members in the house, and 
sometimes they spoke for Buncombe. When members of this ilk 
would become too tedious, I would take a long pole, go at the hogs, 
and stir them up; when they would raise a young pandemonium for 
noise and confusion. Тһе speaker's voice would become completely 
drowned, and he would be compelled to stop, not, however, without 
giving his squealing disturbers a sample of his swearing ability. 

“The weather was cold; the halls were cold, our ink would freeze, 
everything froze—so when we could stand it no longer, we passed a 
joint resolution to adjourn for twenty days. I was appointed by the 
two houses to procure carpeting for both halls during the recess; І 
bought all I could find in the territory, and brought it to Madison, and 
put it down after covering the floor with a thick coating of hay. After 
this, we were more comfortable."—Wisconsin Historical Collections, 
Vol. IV., p. 191. 


After the covering of the floors, as noted by Col. Childs, the session 
was continued January 21, 1839. 

This capitol was used until 1863 when it was finally removed to 
make room for the extension of the succeeding capitol. 

By act of congress of August 6, 1846, Wisconsin territory was 
reduced to the present state boundaries, being admitted to statehood 
on May 29, 1848, during the period of the second capitol, 


The Third Capitol 


The second capitol had been completed but a few years when the 
growing activities of the new state of Wisconsin rendered the building 
too. small. There was much discussion as to the providing of addi- 
tional space, which culminated in an act of the legislature on 
February 28, 1857, to enlarge and improve the building. This was 
generally understood to be the purpose of the act as there was strong 
Opposition to a new building. Some one, probably Governor Coles 
Bashford, however, fortunately had vision beyond the immediate need 
and the work was started. А little later there was some rather 
sharp discussion when it was found that the beginning of an entirely 
new capitol was under way. This portion first built was the east wing 
with the semicircular row of columns, the similar west wing being 
Shown in the illustration. 

This east wing was built in 1857-59, the opposition subsided and the 
corresponding west wing was built in 1861-62, both being erected with- 
out destroying the second capitol which was wrecked in 1863 to make 
room for the north and south wings which included the octagonal 
corner towers. These north and south wings were built in 1863-64, 
the first named being practically completed by the end of 1863. 

The central rotunda was finished іп 1868, the dome being built 
entirely within the year 1869. Тһе dome was designed by Major S. V. 
Shipman, who was supervising architect for the Madison postoffice 
building. This completed the building as originally planned. 
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It was a structure of architectural beauty and an imposing capitol 
for a pioneer state. 

The large north and south wings outside the octagonal towers 
were built in 1882-84 and were made necessary by the constant expan- 
sion of the state’s business, the growth of the state historical library 
and museum and the increase in the state law library. 

These large wings detracted from the beauty of the building and 
reduced the effect of the fine dome. 

The exterior material was a light buff limestone quarried near 
Prairie du Chien. The total cost of the building and park improve- 
ments is estimated at $900,000. 

Even with the removal of the historical library and museum to the 
new building on the university campus in 1900, the capitol was becom- 
ing more crowded year by year. 

The legislature of 1903 recognized the necessity for more space 
in the capitol, Chapter 399 of that session creating a commission “to 
provide proper accommodations for the state law library and the 
supreme judicial department of the state, and making an appropriation 
therefor." 

Before this commission had had opportunity to develop plans under 
Chapter 399, laws of 1903, a disastrous fire occurred in the capitol om 
February 27, 1904, destroying а considerable portion of the interior. 
As noted under the fourth capitol this led to the destruction of the 
third capitol which was but temporarily repaired after the fire damage 
and was wrecked by sections as the progress of the new structure 
required. Тһе last remaining portion of the third capitol, the large 
north wing, was wrecked in 1913, the last trace being removed on 
December 4th of that year. 

From beginning to end this building had a total life of 56 years, 
while the larger portion, the wings built in 1882-84, had a life of but 
about 27 years. Тһеве lengths of life are short for public buildings, 
but this will be discussed with regard to the present capitol. 


The Fourth Capitol 


The present, or fourth, capitol had its real beginning in Chapter 
399, laws of 1903, noted above. After the fire on February 27, 1904, 
the commission repaired the damage sufficiently to use the burned por- 
tion of the building and proceeded energetically to secure a plan for 
a new structure. On submission of this plan to the 1905 legislature it 
was rejected as being too comprehensive and of too great cost. Chap- 
ter 516, laws of 1905, definitely provided for the building of а new 
structure throughout. After a study by the commission, chapter 516 
was further modified at a special session of the legislature in Decem- 
ber, 1905. This act perfected the law under which the capitol was 
built. 

Five architectural firms of national standing were asked to com- 
pete for the proposed building. Plans were submitted and the award 
made to Geo. B. Post and Sons of New York. 
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The first construction contract, excavation for the west wing, was 
let October 11, 1906, work being started on the following day. The 
building was completed in 1917; so that all portions could be occupied, 
though there still remains a considerable amount of work to be done 
for final completion. 
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285.9 FT. (WISCONSIN CAPITOL-SHOWN THUS 


197.0 FT. (OLD WISCONSIN CAPITOL ) 


Ne em Ал, 
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Certain points of interest about the building, the figures being the 
result of careful measurements and computations made in response to 
many questions are as follows: 
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The wings were built in the order of west, east, south and north, the 
central dome structure being constructed during the progress of the 
south and north wings. 

The lengths from north to south and east to west are 438.8 feet 
each, the difference between these two lengths being less than one- 
fourth inch, illustrating the accuracy of modern building construction. 
This was substantially the north-south length of the third capitol. 

Top of statue, the tip of head dress, is 285.9 feet above the esplanade. 
The similar measurement for the United States capitol above the 
east esplanade is 287.5 feet, although the height to the base of the 
statue is the same in each building. 

Gable end of roof outside flag poles to esplanade 84.2 feet. 

Breadth of wings 125 each, 21 feet greater than the length of the 
second capitol. 

The ground area of the building is 2.42 acres. The capitol park is 
764.7 feet in length on each side, its area being 13.4 acres. 

The Blashfield painting, “The Apotheosis of Wisconsin,” in the eye 
of the dome is 186.7 feet above the rotunda floor. 

Power, heat, light and service water is furnished by the capitol 
power plant on East Main street through a large section tunnel 2,404 
feet in length. Тһе drinking water supply comes from a well 1,500 
feet in depth under the south wing, this well having been drilled many 
years ago on the grounds outside the third capitol. 

The total cost of this capitol, including the removal of the third 
capitol, ground work, decorations, furniture, furnishings, equipment, 
power plant, tunnel and $250,000 estimated July 1, 1920, as necessary 
for completion of equipment and other details, is $7,508,763.75. 

It is one of the most beautiful public buildings in the world, and 
it is stated by competent authority that it is the lowest unit cost 
building of its type ever built. While the cost was large, it was but 
$3.05 per capita based on the average state population during the period 
of construction. As the work extended over a period of approximately 
twelve years the per capita per year cost was 25.4 cents. 

The low unit cost of the building is due primarily to three reasons: 

1. The character of the capitol committee. 

2. The commission acted as general contractor, thus saving large 
amount in contractors! percentage fees. 

3. The building was built during a low cost period, the like of 
which may not come again. 

If the building and all that belongs with it were to be duplicated 
today it would doubtless cost fifteen to twenty million dollars. 


Summary of Cost 


On account of final settlement with the architects it was necessary 
to make a complete audit of the books of the capitol commission. 
This was done early in 1920 by J. H. Gormley, representing the 
architects whom he had represented during construction, and J. E. 
Hoyt, representing the state chief engineer. Тһе books and records 
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of the commission were kept in magnificent form. Following is the 
summary from the July 1, 1920, quarterly report of the state chief 
engineer: 


I. The Capitol Building. 


1. Construction— West wing ............ $782,215.63 
East wing Жы. ARR. 794,701.14 
South wing И. CR E Sn 187,442.19 
North wing AT... r ТУА 804,149.43 
Central portion ................ 2,042,468.04 
-------- $5,210,976.43 
2. Decoration—West wing ............. 77,659.04 
Hast: wing’ о A 114,834.70 
South; wing нь. о... 70,609.00 
North wing m. Renn 71,240.95 
Central portion ................ 142,056.10 476,399.79 
5,687,376.22 
IL Ground work РЕКЕ. ОЕ mL. 7. 348,005.77 
$6,035,381.99 
ПІ. Procurement and preparation of plans and specifica- 
tions and supervision of construction: 
1. The architectural competition......... $7,005.41 
2. Commission paid architects Geo. B. 
Postiand' бола ee Ls. co TO. 308,444.02 
3. Extra blue prints and miscellaneous.... 940.21 316,389.64 
6,351,771.63 


IV. Administration and expenses connected therewith 
includes supervision of decorations and furnishings 77,876.60 


$6,429,648.23 


V. Furniture and furnishings, covers both capitol and 
роте тат У То ens 277,202.52 


6,706,850.75 


VI. Power plant and tunnel and their equipment of 
piping, cables and тасһіпегу...................... 496,975.60 


Total costs put upon new permanent structures, the 

capitol, and power plant and their furniture, fur- 

nishings and ейшіртепів.......................... $7,203,826.35 
ҮП. Expended on old capitol after the fire: 


1. To keep same in condition for use....$40,261.16 


2. To remove same to give place to new 
весео ООЛ e ae n 14,676.24 54,937.40 


$7,258,763.75 


Assuming that $250,000 will be required to complete the building 
and equipment, the total of all improvements will be $7,508,763.75. 


The cubical contents are as follows: 


Capitol ра еее rue ss... 7,656,842 cubic feet 
Power plant building ..................... 959,000 cubic feet 
ипе Sed i onesto dis оо воров DO D 169,727 cubic feet 
4 8,785,569 cubic feet 
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Maintenance 


The capitol guides estimate that during the year 1922 they escorted 
100,000 visitors over the building. 

No one knows how many other visitors there may be or how many 
come on business and get a glimpse of the beauties of this building. 

The number shows no signs of decreasing. In the spring months 
many high school senior classes make this trip. It cannot fail to be 
an inspiration to all who come and to result in a desire for better and 
more artistic building construction and decoration. 

This alone is sufficient reason, without mentioning others, for the 
effort to keep the building in 100 per cent condition of maintenance. 

The legislature makes an appropriation of $30,000 per year for this 
purpose and a regular maintenance staff is employed. The mainten- 
ance amount is sufficient unless extraordinary repairs may have to be 
made. 

The building is the last word in massive solidity of construction 
and yet, curiously as it may seem, in some ways this makes certain 
portions fragile, for with the wide temperature variations on the 
exterior causing expansion of the granite, some part is likely to move. 
While no danger is anticipated from such movements, these points are 
kept under constant surveillance and repairs made as necessary. 
One might easily name a hundred or more points where such a 
structure will show signs of wear or other cause of deterioration but 
it is believed that the maintenance is fully under control, although 
all places known to be in need of repair cannot be attended to at once; 
however, any emergency as a leak in the roof or in a pipe which will 
result in further destruction is corrected immediately. 

The comparatively short life of the third capitol was noted. It was 
of an obsolete type of construction and a non-fireproof type of build- 
ing. Building science has made enormous strides between the time of 
its design and the design of the present capitol, an absolutely fireproof 
structure. Local fires may occur in it, in materials in rooms, but 
their effect will be confined to a limited area. Although protected 
to some extent by the park, fires in buildings outside the park may 
be a source of some danger but not of destruction of the capitol. 

With the short life of the two stone capitols which preceded the 
present structure, the question is often asked, “How long will this one 
last?” 

The writer has given much thought to this speculative question, but 
his guess, and nothing more, is that with proper and constant main- 
tenance, for one example, out of many several renewals of the exposed 
woodwork, the building should be serviceable in one thousand years. It 
would seem that the only possible causes for its total destruction 
would be an overwhelming earthquake or a now unthinkable war. 

The first is highly improbable geologically and it is to be hoped that 
the other will be obsolete centuries before any one would think of 
Wisconsin being on the dividing line between hostile forces. 
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A third possible cause, overcrowding, a factor in the destruction of 
the second and third capitols as shown in tracing their histories, may 
be dismissed. 

Happily the present capitol was built as a monumental structure, 
as it should have been. The working space, that is the pffice and 
other rooms for state business, are but 40 per cent of the total. The 
building is overcrowded and has been practically since completion. 
A temporary leased annex of three stories and basement is now filled 
with state business offices. 

The remedy lies in the course taken by the federal and some state 
governments, the construction of a state office building. 


Expiration of the Capitol Commission 


Under Chapter 34.02 (5), laws of 1917, the capitol commission was 
terminated and its functions transferred to the state department of 
engineering on July 1, 1917. 

At this date the building was practically complete as noted above 
and plans had been made for the remaining details. 

The department of engineering was also placed in charge of the 
maintenance of the building. 


The Capito! Commission 


The capitol commission through the various changes in its composi- 
tion from 1903 to its termination in 1917 and changes in name con- 
sisted of the following, the governors being ex officio members: 


Governor Robert M. La Follette. 

Hon. O. H. Ingram, Eau Claire, citizen member. 
Chief Justice J. B. Winslow, Supreme Court. 
Hon. Н. W. Chynoweth, Madison, citizen member, 
Hon. Edwin Reynolds, Milwaukee, citizen member. 
Hon. J. A. Van Cleve, Marinette, citizen member. 
Justice R. D. Marshall, Supreme Court. 

Governor James O. Davidson. 

Hon. George Н. D. Johnson, Milwaukee, citizen member, 
Col. William F. Vilas, Madison, citizen member. 
Hon. Magnus Swenson, Madison, citizen member. 
Governor Francis E. McGovern. 

Governor Emanuel L. Philipp. 

Hon. A. C. Clas, Milwaukee, citizen member. 


The commission was ably assisted throughout the design and con- 
struction of the capitol by the commission’s secretary, Mr. Lew F. 
Porter of Madison, a gifted architect and a man of discriminating 
artistic talents who was in direct charge of every detail for the com- 
mission. After the termination of the commission Mr. Porter was at 
once attached to the staff of the department of engineering, continuing 
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his work on the completion of details and taking charge of maintenance 
until his death on April 16, 1918. 

The people of Wisconsin know too little of the magnificent work 
performed by their capitol commission, for this work was performed 
quietly and without show over a period of years, during which time 
the members of the commission gave much time and study to the 
plans, decorations, legal matters and other features involved іп 50 
large an undertaking. 

The members of the commission served without compensation, for 
theirs was a labor of love for their state and their services could have 
been secured in no other way. 

Possibly no comparable service has ever been given to the state. 
Every citizen of Wisconsin, now and for ages to come, may look 
upon this beautiful monumental capitol with pride, for there never 
fell across it even the faintest trace of the shadow of graft. 

It represents the spirit of Wisconsin, and on the part of the men 
who had charge of its construction the spirit of unselfish devotion 
to their state. 
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CAPITOLS OF WISCONSIN 
(1) Territorial Capitol at Belmont, 1836, still standing; (2) First 
Capitol at Madison. in 1838: (3) Second Capitol at Madison, 1851-1869; 
(4) Additional wings to third Capitol added during 1882-1884; (5) Fourth 
and present State Capitol. 
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From Bad to Worse p^ 


From bad to worse 
"Til finally comes the hearse Ж 
1 It avails not to curse or to quote verse d: 
| For at the end of the race È у 
You аге just а mortician’s case. ) 


Dei ео 


| We're Even 


| That's for you to do 
( And that's for me to rue 
And this for me to do 
And you to rue 
| And so it seems 
| That sun beams 
And bad times are not 
just for you 
But for me too. 
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Pumpernickle 


Did you ever eat a piece of pumpernickle 
Made of good clean grain cut by a sickle? 


Perhaps you will even add a pickle and 
A little salad oil 
Just a trickle to your pumpernickle. 


X 


The Bus 


I wish that I would catch the bus 
Without so much awful fuss 


I wish that I could wake up early 
Without so much hurly burly 1 


I wish that I would not shirk 
But immediately do my school work 


I wish that I didn’t wish so many things 


But instead be satisfied with what 
fate brings. 


M E . a; 


Page Twelve 


Silence In «һе Sycamores 


Slow 


There are people who are “awfully” slow 
after they get up to go 
They stand and talk by the door 
Until their friends feel like falling 
to the floor. 


Coon 


On a dark and frosty moon 
I went hunting for a coon 

Or for that matter anything I might see. 

Perhaps I might even catch a bumble bee! 
Or just by habit 

I might chance to shoot some plump rabbit. 
But sad to say I did not see a thing 

all that day. 
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*The Sneeze 


A rain of ice fell from the trees 

Descending by the hint of a soft summer 
breeze 

But the beauty of all this was lost on me 

For just then I had to sneeze. 
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Post Roast 


I wish that I could sell a poem to the Post 
So I would have the money to buy a roast 
And perhaps I might even sometime boast 
About my poem in the Post. 


Page Fourteen 
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Rabbits and Possum 


Rabbits and possum and mulligatawny stew 
I like them and so do you 
Served on a board and eaten with a knife 
Possum and rabbit surely taste nice 
Eaten from the kettle with a spoon 
I would rather eat stew than go to the moon. 


Things 


How things go wrong on Christmas season 
Defies all laws of sense and reason 

But nevertheless, I like it well 
Though what it will bring I never can tell. 
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1754 


In 1754 in the French and Indian War 
Spain had land but she wanted more 

And France was inclined to help her 
Just to even up the score. 


whee 


Crusaders’ Poem 


Onward, brave crusaders, marching, 

Marching, glorious grim paraders 

Onward, for there is no loss 

To him who gives his life for the cross; 
Left at home are troubles and cares 
Your only duty is to fight when | 

the trumpet blares. 

Left at home are sin and shame 

If you die now you will have no blame 
Onward, Onward, shine up your mail 
Tomorrow you fight for the Holy Grail. 
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*What Happens 


I wonder what happens when we die 

When we wake up do we walk or fly? 

Is there а road or is there a walk 
and while you are going are 
you allowed to talk? 


Is there an “up” and is there a “down” 
and where are you going if you're 
headed down? 

Will we have pleasure or will we have 
sorrow? 

Perhaps we might find out tomorrow. 
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Silent 


Whenever somebody tells me to be silent 
I feel very much like becoming violent 
But then I stop and reflect 
To see if any sense in this suggestion 
I might detect 
For after all who wants to get in a brawl 
Just over a question of silence. 
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Bowling 


I surely do like to go bowling 
To see that ball go a-rolling 
And strike down all those pins 
Is worth the consequences of a 
hundred sins. 


ENZ 


The Failure 


It certainly is a sad thing to fail 

To feel you're worth no more than a 
worn out pail 

To know that your chances of being a 
scholar 

Are not even worth a worn out dollar. 


To be judged by any scale 

Only fit to raise a garden full of kale 
Or perhaps to harpoon a whale 

But it's no use to “holler” 

You're only fit for an old hog “waller”. 
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*An Hour 


There is nothing more powerful 
than an hour full of time 
With it you can make a rhyme 
or earn a dime 
There is nothing more sour 
than a misspent hour 
It brings back twinges 
like the squeak of rusty hinges. 
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A Trifle 


It's just a little trifle, the boy said, 

Please buy me an air rifle; it couldn't 
shoot me dead." 

But you must remember," the father said, 

“That trifle would buy a lot of bread." 
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Hoot 


Sometimes I don't give a hoot 
If I’m socked in the “snoot” 
Or even given the boot 
Sometimes. 


CULO 


Arithma-Tick 


Did you ever see a tick who knew any 
arithmetic? 

Probably no, 

On the subject ticks are not so hot. 

But then who is; I'm certainly not. 
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Goal 


Га have a hard row to hoe 

If I waited until I could write like Poe 
Га either have to forsake that goal 

Or else go on the public dole. 


Latin 


I wouldn't want to mention 
That I took two years of Latin 

And if you should call it to my attention 
I would certainly feel like scat-in’. 


Page Twenty-one 
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*Odd Hours 


Some visitors certainly drop in at odd hours 
Even when it showers 

But if they bring an air of cheer, 

All their talk ГІ gladly hear. 
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Kit's Wit 


I have a little kitty 
Whom I'm sure is very witty 
Although he certainly 
doesn't show it 
Still, Pm positive I know it. 
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Old Cat 


I had an old cat | 
Who liked to wear a hat 
But if you think that is a bit odd 
There is one thing more you 
should hear 


My cat fancied himself any one’s peer! 


He even wore a coat and vest 
And could play quite a game of chess 
He also had four pairs of shoes 
To use when he went out to buy 
the news. 


And if you should ask him to direct you 
To a good play or eating place 

He would do so without ever changing | 
The expression on his face. 


And so he lived his life in peace 
and sometimes strife 
Just like a man 
and at the end of his time 
Left a five dollar bill 
to be divided in his will 
And was lowered in a casket 
which cost a dime. 
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Dear Beer 


Some dear hunters don't go hunting 
to catch deer 

But more likely 
just to drink beer. 
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A Snail 


When you see a little snail 
You know for sure he's not a whale 
Or even a bunch of kale 
You positively know he's 
just a snail. 
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Drug Store 


That man who keeps the drug store 
Is certainly no bore 
He talks about all kind of things 
Why he even talks on Egyptian rings 
And not only does he sell drugs 
He has a complete line of 
Egyptian rugs. 


Losing Pounds 


Losing pounds is very complex 
It is something like getting rid of a hex 

But while fat people like to make them less 
What nations think about this you can guess. 
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Coon Dog 


Old coon dog a hunting in the fog 

You better be careful or you'll fall in the bog 
Now you be sure to get that coon 
Even if he fights like an old typhoon. 


Toy Alligator 


The little toy alligator 
Carelessly tossed in a perambulator 
Felt very hurt and lonely 
For there was a time when he had been the 
one and only 
Considered a truly fascinating toy by the 
little boy. 


But now his skin was wrinkled and torn 
And once he had been left out in a storm 
For now the little boy had new toys 
A teddy bear and even a horn 
He had no use for an alligator wrinkled 
and torn. 
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Cook Book 


I had a little book 
That told me how to cook 
One day exactly at daybreak 
I made a large angel cake 
I thought Га try it out on my cat 
But he was too smart to partake of my 
cooking. 
Only pausing to make sure I was looking 
He carried it over next to the mouse hole 
In a second the mouse came out 
When he saw all that food he gave a shout 
And ten more mice came bounding out 
Immediately they started to eat the cake 
But in just a second they started to shake 
And died in a minute from eating that cake. 
Then my cat—he looked at the cake 
I looked at it too 
And resolved never more one to make. 
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Doctor Quack 


There once was a duck named Quack 
Who lived in a little shack 

He doctored everybody who was sick 
Even a dog pack. 


All his patients declared his treatments were 
worse than the torture rack. 

What’s more, they said he couldn’t even 
cure a sore back! 

That's how bad doctors get the name quack. 


*Bold Gold 


The man with gold is bold and glad 
The man with none is cold and sad. 


*Copyright—Ideal Books, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Complex Thing 


Life is indeed a complex thing 
You never know what it will bring; 
One day you feel as if your soul could sing 
The next sarcastic laughter in your ears 
will ring 
Yes, you never know what life 
will bring. 


ме 


Despair 


Did you ever notice a person in despair 
How he sits forlorn and silent in a chair 
Never once moving, never caring 
About the state of the world or the 
radio's blaring? 


The causes are without number 
For such bitter, sleepless slumber 
But they never are cured by despair, 
So when you feel yourself sinking into it, 


beware. 
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Fickle Nickel 


If you want to see how fickle fate can be 

Come and flip a nickel with me 
First it’s a tail and then it's a head 

Fate does not care who wins his daily bread 
And there is always a chance you may 


come out ahead 
Unless of course you are already dead. 


Ode to the Teacher 


Oh marvel at the wondrous teacher 

Who knows more than Henry Ward Beecher 
Why he even knows more than Louis Pasteur 

And certainly more than Dorothy Lamour. 


And what's more he is willing to teach you 
If only you'll let him reach you 

Your mind will find a treasure mine of knowledge 
From grade school through college. 
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King Silas the Rat 


Oh there once was a rat named Si 

Who was not more than one inch high 
Yet there never was a cat 

Who would go near him at that. 


For he was King Silas the Rat 
He had a hundred subjects 

Who regularly handed him their paychecks 
And he wore a golden thimble for a crown. 


His throne was a hunk of Swiss cheese 
Before which his subjects bowed on 
bended knees 
And if they displeased him or even sneezed 
Off would go their heads as quick as 
you could please. 


Silas certainly lived the life of royalty 

And all his subjects pledged him loyalty 
Why he even had an army of rats 

Banded together to war on cats. 


Why the cats were even afraid to show 
their faces 
For fear nothing would be left in 
their places 
But in the end Silas was overthrown 
Never more would he wear his erown or 
sit upon a throne 


For his subjects tired of eating bread and gruel 
Rebelled against his rule 
And caught him before he could scat 
And that was the end of King Silas 
the Rat. 
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*Spry Fly 


Running down a false rumor 

Is like trying to catch a fly 
When you chase it 

It only becomes more spry. 


*Copyright—Ideal Books, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Schools of Fish 


Did you ever know that fish have schools? 
They do, but they don’t learn the golden rules 
Or even how to use some tools 
They just have schools. 
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Pencil Sharpener 


This is the instrument of steel 
Which students use and also teachers too 
This enables men to write and muse 
And put on paper sentiments which 
are sometimes true 
This noble instrument sharpens the pencil 
Which writes of joy and lament 
Without it what could we do— 
Why they even use it in Peru. 


The Times 


The times that I find that I'm kind 
To people for whom I care are very rare. 
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The Bird of Contentment 


Now I am sure that you have all heard 
Of the big rock candy mountain 
With the lemonade springs 
And the ice cream fountain. 


But have you heard of the marvelous bird 
That lives in the valley of contentment? 
In the valley there is no sorrow or resentment 
Neither is there hurt nor pain nor 
storms nor rain. 


Are you sure you haven’t heard? 
This bird’s name is peace of mind 
He is the hardest bird you could try to find 
He sometimes flies over the plain of sorrow 
But you never can tell whether he will be there 
Today or tomorrow. 


If you run quickly, you might just see him 
disappearing 
Over the mountain of misery 
If you want to catch him though 
You may be in for sorrow or woe. 


For it is a long journey to where he lives 
First you travel up the river of happiness 
And then you come to two lanes 
Which one to take you'll have to guess. 


Then after that you go round the jungle of scat 
Апа come to the desert of despair 
Where you must be sure to care 


For on this desert there live monsters galore. 
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But if you get through and I hope you do 
You come to a strange looking door 
It's made of marble and embedded upon 
a golden floor 
When you go through you will have more 
trouble anew. 


For there lives a monster of blood and gore 
Just wanting to catch you 
But if you get through you find yourself on 
a granite shelf 
Overlooking the lake of past mistakes. 


Then you must jump in and bravely swim 
to the other side 
You will find a carriage waiting to give 
you a ride 
And when a while you have ridden 
To get out you will have to stay and 
rest awhile. 


By an old green stile and then you must 
go again 
But this time on foot 
Down the lane of pain 
And over the bridge of discontent 
Here you must lie careful not to be mauled 
or rent 
And after that you will finally find 
The BIRD OF CONTENTMENT AND 
PEACE OF MIND. 
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Shaken 


Did you ever feel really shaken 

As if your neck were “braken”? 
Surely you have slipped on ice 

Or perhaps stepped in a trap 
Intended for mice 

Then you'll understand how I feel 

When І step on a banana peel. 


A Prayerful Chairful 


When fat people sit down 
on a flimsy chair 
They do so with a silent prayer 
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Undecided 


Let’s go west 

Said Jess to Bess 
Let’s not 

Said Dot to Ott. 


A Lot 


Well, this is the end of my poems, good reader, 

I hope you admired my rhymes and my meter 
But if this isn’t so, and it probably is not, 

At least you’ll admit that there’s quite a lot. 
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THEODORE DREISER AND EIS FICTITIOUS HISTORY 


It may seem excessive presumption on my part to write on an author 
so widely known and accepted as Theodore Dreiser, Frankly, I do not 
appreciate his slant on life and the vulgarity often displayed in his 
topies and expressions, though judging from monetary standards and wide- 
spread comnendation, the general run of the public will differ with пе. 

He, like nany others, wrote what he thought to be true in such а way 
as to make it appear thet he knew it to be true, I have read only a few of 
his books, but in those he relates incidents that were so outstanding that 
they illustrate quite clearly his own character and outlook on life. It 
is only fair to say that Theodore trusted his memory in the books he wrote 
concerning his family and himself, and that the related incidents reported 
were, to fall back on a legal terminology, "to the best of his knouledge and 
belicf", 

Yet there are certain of these incidents related by him that could 
have been factual instead of fictional had he taken time for a little ге- 
search before having his material printed. These fictional statements 
have been accepted through the years and are likely to continue to be accep= 
ted in the future unless someone attenpts to put before the public all of 
the documented material accessible on the Dreiser fanily. 

I cannot claim any great intimacy with Theodore and his family, although 
we were neighbors for about two years when the Dreiser family lived at the 
southwest corner of Twelfth and Walnut and our fanily lived the next door 
north of the northeast corner of Twelfth and Walnut. Paul Dreiser received 


the deed to the house he occupied on September 11, 1871, and our family moved 


into our home in August of 1877. 

In all the accounts of his first five or six years of schooling, Тһео- 
dore definitely states that he attended St. Joseph's Parochial Church and 
School, which 15 on South Fifth Street in our city, but іп recounting most 
of these facts, he gives the locality of 5%, Benedict's Church and School at 
Ninth and Ohio Streets. To clear up the matter, it was St, Benedict's he 
attended in those earliest years. Perhaps his use of St. Joseph's came from 
listening to his oldest brother, Paul, who would have received his first in- 
struction there. 

Theodore continues his miscarriage of fact in further reference to St. 
Joseph's in his books "Dawn" and "A Hoosier Holiday" when he states that 
his father had donated ground for its erection. Не must have known his 
statements were wrong because in both books his references were not consis- 
tent. In "Daw" he refers to St, Joseph's Church in Sullivan, Indiana, stat- 
ing that "If you were to look at St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church there, 
you would find a stained glass window bearing his name as a donor", Then in 
"A Hoosier Holiday" he says about his father's connection with the Church, 
"Just before his failure, or the Гіге which ruined him, he gave the ground 
on which the church and school of St. Joseph in Terre Haute now stand, to 
that rector", 

There was no St. Joseph's Church in Sullivan insofar as I have been 


able to ascertain, The only Catholic Ühurch there is St. Mary's. His state- 
ment concerning St. Joseph's in Terre Haute is entirely false. The entire 


chain of title, from the time the Government gave the plat to the Proprietors 


of the Town of Terre Haute, down through the various purchasers until it 
was finally sold to the Catholic Church for the erection of а church, shows 
that no man by the name of Dreiser ever had a chain of title or was a part- 
ner іп a chain for that parcel of land, St. Joseph's, Terre Haute, stands 
where it has stood since its erection in 1837 under the Reverend Father 
Beteux. Paul Dreiser, Sr. could not have donated what he did not have. 
When Theodore entered St, Benedict's at the age of six, I was eight, 
and the gulf between these two ages is far greater than one would imagine. 


It is greater, in fact, than the gulf between the girl of twelve and the one 


of eighteen, or the student of twenty and the teacher of forty-five. Thus 
my direct association with him was more remote. But there is one incident 
quite vivid concerning him that occurred when, for some unexplainable reason, 


he was attending the old Sixth Ward School at the southwest corner of Twelfth 
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and Ohio which I also attended. 44 
From his earliest life, ЖЖ seems to have been of a morbid nature, but at 
my age he seemed nothing more than а pasty-faced brat who displayed a rather 
obnoxious method of enjoyment in the school yard. Іп that era WE our town's 
history a fence divided the playgrounds of boys and girls, and to venture onto 
the girls! side was taboo. But not so for Theodore, He would stand just on 


the other side of the fence in forbidden territory seemingly. paying little 


attention to events around him until a little girl of about his own age and 


size would venture near him in her play. Then Theodore would reach out and 


seize her, lift her petticoats and pat that portion of her anatomy covered 


by what we term "panties", On one particular occasion the unfortunate and 


unsuspecting victim lacked this protective garment. The little girl broke 


away from her tormentor and ran screaming into the supposed protective se- 
curity of a group of older girls, and Theodore, not to be deprived of his 
pleasure, pursued her with competitive screans. 

Miss Eliza Yates, teacher of grade number four, and who was chaperoning 
the two school yards, put a stop to the episode by getting hold of Theodore, 
turning him across her knees and giving him what he needed badly. As he 
fell from her lap rending forth unearthly yells and kicking and clawing the 
ground, she summoned two older boys who dragged him а tA апа 
doused him very efficiently. 

He never particularly attracted к notice again for he was almost immed- 
iately returned to St, Benedict's and the school hours and routes of travel 
for us were different, 

More than sixty years later I carried on an extensive correspondence with 
Mary Frances Brennan, the oldest of the daughters of the Dreiser family, and 
through her my memory was refreshed on a number of subjects. She said that 
she had not read her brother's works and that the family that had could not 
understand Theodore or why he had chosen the topics and methods of approach 
used in those books. Theodore frequently admits this of his family, but said 
that although his brother, Paul, did not fully understand him, he gave him 
sympathy and encouragenent, 

Theodore said, and Mary Frances substantiates his statement, that he 
adored his brother and they bhey were very close from Theodore's 'teens to 
the time of Paul's death. In view of this brotherly love how, then, could 
Theodore submit to the public and allow the public to record inaccurate and 


incomplete accounts concerning Paul. Only a little of time and effort 


would have been necessary to supply accurate records for posterity on Paul 
Dresser, noted Hoosier, and author of our State song "On the Banks of the 
Wabash", a 

/ 

Where Theodore got the date of April 22, 1857 that he gave out to the 
press for the date of Paul's birth, I do not know, and it is doubtful if 
Theodore himself knew, but а most infallible record сап be seen at St. 
Joseph's Church, Terre Haute, Signed by the Reverend Father Koenig and 
witnessed by the godparents, Dr. James Bell and Mrs. Margaret Breen, the 
baptismal record states that Paul Dreiser, Jr. was born April 22, 1858 and 
baptized May 24, 1853. Would not these three have been able to ascertain 
if he were an infant of one month or a toddler of thirteen months? 

Even should this sacred record be discounted, Paul himself confirmed 
the date of April 22, 1858 in an interview in our city, telling his inter- 
viewers further that he was born on Second Street between Poplar and Swan in 
the property he termed as "the Meyer Property", saying also that the house 


was originally one-story but that his father had added an upper floor. Mary 


Frances verifies these statements and told of bringing her mother to our city 


early in 1890 before her death. She took her mother to the South Second 
Street property and she identified the house as her eldest son!s birthplace. 
Paul Dreiser, Sr, received the deed for "the Meyer Property" from 
Abraham Glick on January 18, 1859, purchasing it from him for $300.00 . 
The down payment on the property had been made by George Ellis, owner of the 
old Wabash Woolen Mill, for whom Dreiser, Sr. worked and who had known and 
been associated with him in the woolen industry prior to the arrival of 


either of them in Terre Haute. 


In vords of Mary Frances, the house vas paid for with "miserably small 
payments" for which her "mother worked for fifty cents a day for Wabash 
Avenue Merchants", Тһе Deed Record shows this property to be the north 
half of lot 155 in the Original Town of Terre Haute, and although it has 
been modified to some extent, it is still standing at number 318 South Se- 
cond Street, 

The Terre Haute City Directory for 1853, which was our first directory 
and in which has been found several inaccuracies, is the only record I can 
find which might have given Theddore reason for suggesting that 115 Walnut 
Street be accepted as Paul's birthplace. However, this directory places the 
supposed residence at some point on First Street between Walnut and Poplar, 
which would be almost a full block from 115 Walnut Strect. 

In "А Hoosier Holiday" Theodore recites a rather verbatim interview 
he had with Adam Shattuck, at that time a dealer in grains at 230 South 
Fourth Street, for whom Father Dreiser had worked when he was employed at 
the Vigo Woolen Mill. Theodore was told, upon asking Mr, Shattuck if he 
could direct him to the first home his family occupied in Terre Haute, "Үев, 
I сап. It's right around here in Second Street, one block south, next to 
a grocery store". Later Theodore said about the Second Street house, "But 
I had never even heard of this before and was not expecting to find it". 

This is the only instance in which Theodore acknowledges the residence 
at 318 South Second Street, and had he really desired to record the events of 
Paul's life accurately, he could have, on this one account at least, have 
qualified himself as an authority. Instead he urged the Banks of the Wabash 
Association to accept, buy, and retain 115 Walnut Street as Paul's birthplace 


when that organization was first planning for a Paul Dresser monument. 


If we accept the statement of Theodore which he recorded in his story 
"My Brother Paul" and which states "Then one evening in late November . + + 
a hurry call came from E . He had died suddenly at five in the after- 
noon", ме would again be wrong. If we accept any of the accounts that re- 
late that Paul died on January 20, 1906 we would still be wrong, But if 
we accept the date of January 30, 1906, we would be right, and the Terre 


Haute Tribune issue of January 21, 1906 carries the report of his death the 


day before, 

When Theodore talked of his own birth date, birth пале, and birth place, 
һе was right only on the first account. Не was, as he related, born on 
August 27, 1871. 

He stated that his full name was Theodore Herman Dreiser, "to which 
Albert was added at some Catholic confirmation proceeding", whereas, the 
name "Albert" has not shown forth on any document or record other than his 


own, The baptismal record of St. Benedict's Church records his name as being ж” 
г 


Herman Theodore Dreiser. Ме can, however, in all fairness to Theodore, ге- 
move this point as being of little significance for it is not too unusual to 
find deviations from recorded names, In some instances families choose an 
entirely foreign name to the recorded one, This happened to a second member 
of the Dreiser family--Cecelia, who was known most of her life as Sylvia. 

But on his birthplace, to use a colloquialisn, Theodore went hog-wild. 
His first notation on his birthplace states nerely that it was "in Ninth 
Street", Later he comments further that it was "south of Poplar in Ninth 
Street", 

Then when he writes of his visit to Terre Haute, recorded in "A Hoosier 


Holiday", he states, "I decided to look up "mee Ninth and Chestnut, where I 


vas born, but not knowing the exact corner (по one in our family having been 
able to tell me) I gave it up, only to notice that at that moment I vas pass- 
ing the corner, I looked . . . + Which one was ours, ог had been? Or was 
it there at all any more? Useless speculation," 

The last two words of this quotation are important, and had Theodore 


again wandered into the avenues of research, he, too, would have realized 
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their significance, Попе of the Dreisers ever lived at that location. 

If you would care to look at the illustration on page 398 of the same 
book, you would find one by Franklin Booth (who made all the illustrations) 
entitled, "Franklin's Impression of My Birthplace", Upon examination of 
Deed Record /3, page 86, you would learn that the deed to the illustrated 
property wes transferred to Paul Dreiser, Sr. a month too late to have been 
Theodore's birthplace, and a few blocks south and east from Ninth and Chest- 
nut. The location sketched is the aforementioned home at the ое 
corner of Twelfth and Walnut. Опсе again Theodore contradicts his own works, 
for in the first few pages of "Dawn" he recounts the fact that they moved 
to the Twelfth Street house a month after his birth. 

As nearly as can be ascertained, Theodore was born on South Ninth Street 
in the house which is now numbered 525. His sister, Mary Frances, being in 
her tenth year at the tine they lived there, had very vivid recollections of 
names, events, and details associated with their lives there. She recounted 

hat their next door neighbors меге the Maloney!s and that they owned their 
property. Delving into records again, it was found that her statements vere 
true, When I sent hef a picture of the house at 525 South Ninth Street, 

she most emphatically identified it as Theodore's birthplace. The front has 


been changed, but the rear half is almost exactly as it was when the Dreisers 


occupied it, 


If time permitted, it would have been interesting to delve further 
into the controversial cuestion of Theodore Dreiser — Historian? and 
show how it was possible to: (1) substantiate particular years when 
Theodore was so lax in using dates; (2) identify his five sisters to whom 
he gave ficticious names; (3) discount his statements that his mother, al- 
though not immoral was without morals; (4) discount his statements inti- 
mating that his sisters vere little more than stroet-walkers; and (5) 
show why his father could not have owned a thriving mill in Sullivan at 

he tine he said that he did. 

Two very important questions unanswered as yet are: "When and where 
did Paul Dreiser, Sr. marry Sarah Marie Schanab?" Because of Theodore!s 
inconsistencies, much of this confusion can be attributed to him also. 

It is quoted by several that no nan ever set foot on earth without 
leaving a footprint, but this footprint may tell only where he came from 
and where he was going. Іп the first instance, че go back to his family 
and try to proceed from there. Research into these questions is underway, 


so perhaps the future will provide the answers. 
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Arcimboldo's **Librarian" 
--а Biblioportrait 


EUGENE V. MUENCH 


COMPOSITE HEADS PRESS 
Terre Haute 
MCMXC 


(ІНЕ BOOK HAS NOT OFTEN BEEN CHOSEN 
o) as the subject of a painting. It is sometimes 
seen in trompe l'oeil and still-life paintings, 
and it is commonly used in ex-libris labels. 
Woodcuts, which illustrated fifteenth cen- 
tury books, showed the scholar surrounded 
by his tomes and other attributes of learn- 
ing for the purpose of promoting his own 
wares. The book has been used brilliantly 
and definitively, however, by Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo, the sixteenth century Italian 
painter, in a portrait composed almost entirely 
of books and known as ““Тһе Габгапап. 


1 


Arcimboldo's composition seems, at a dis- 
tance, to be a full face portrait of an eru- 
dite librarian; but on closer examination 
it turns out to be a pile of books skillfully 
stacked one on the other. The eyes are book- 
case keys, and the fingers are bookmarks 
protruding from a large folio volume which 
forms the arm. An open book surmounts the 
face and has the appearance of touseled 
white hair. The beard and moustache are 
created by a duster of marten tails which 
the librarians of that day used to dust 
precious bindings. The whole composition 
is drawn together under a cloak formed by 
a hanging which is draped over the books. 
The painting is a strange balance between 
a still-life and a portrait, first one and then 
the other becoming the dominant feature 
to the viewer. 


Three copies of the painting are extant, 
none of which is believed to be the original. 
The best known, and possibly the original, 
copy hangs in the library of Skokloster 
Castle which was built by General Carl 
Gustaf Wrangel in the seventeenth century. 
He led the victorious Swedish troops during 
the Thirty Years’ War and brought back to 
Sweden many of Arcimboldo's paintings as 
loot. The castle, which has been made into a 
state museum commemorating Sweden's Age 
of Greatness, formerly belonged to Baron 
Rutger von Essen. Another copy of ‘‘The 
Librarian'' hangs in a library at Linköping, 
Sweden; and a third belongs to the family of 
Folke Lars Hókerberg, a Stockholm publisher. 

“Тһе Librarian'' is only one of many of 
Arcimboldo's unique têtes composées ог 
composite heads. His anthropomorphous 


portraits representing other concepts аге just 
as ingenious in their execution. They are 
skillful arrangements of items associated 
with the characters depicted. For example, 
“Тһе Сагдепег” is composed of vegetables, 
“Тһе Cook" of kitchen utensils. Other favor- 
ite subjects were the four seasons and the 
four elements. For these he used flowers to 
produce a beautiful young lady representing 
spring, while leafless branches and trunks 
of trees become a gnarled old man repre- 
senting winter. Fish and aquatic life blend 
to make an allegorical presentation of the 
element water. 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo was born in 1527 
into a patrician family. His early years re- 
main somewhat obscure, but he was reared 
in the artistic milieu of Leonardo da Vinci's 
Milan. About 1560 he arrived at the court 
of the German emperors who resided in 
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Vienna and Prague, and served as court 
painter to Maximilian П and Rudolf II. 
The leisured and sophisticated members of 
the court took great interest in collecting 
curious objects which were displayed in 
Wunderkammern or chambers of curiosities. 
Arcimboldo's composite portraits, which cer- 
tainly fall into the category of curiosities, 
met with great success. After amusing and 
astonishing his royal patrons for twenty- 
seven years, Arcimboldo returned to his 
native Milan where he died in 1593. 

Some authorities believe the portraits 
represent personalities of the court. The 
portrait known as ““Тһе Gardener," men- 
tioned above, is believed to be a vegetable 
version of Rudolf II dressed as Vertumnus, 
the Roman god of developing vegetation. 
Alas, “Тһе Librarian" may not be the court 
librarian at all. The first formally named 


librarian at the court of Rudolf II was 
Hugo Blotius who was appointed in 1575 
when he was in his early thirties. This 
would make him too young to be the char- 
acter portrayed in the painting. Dr. Sven 
Alfons, the Swedish art historian who has 
best documented the life and works of 
Arcimboldo, thinks the most plausible per- 
son was Wolfgang Lazius, the court histori- 
ographer. He was a doctor early in his career, 
but he later became interested in his- 
torical research. After the emperor named 
him court historiographer in 1554, he trav- 
eled widely gathering manuscripts, coins, and 
antiques for the emperor's collections. His 
chief interests were Greek and Roman 
antiquities, numismatics, medieval history and 
Austrian and Hungarian history. He pub- 
lished about fifty volumes of writings which 
were uncritical and showed poor judgment. 


The great pride һе took in his mediocre pub- 
lications caused him to be described as the 
‘‘book fool.’ It is believed that if Arcimboldo 
were depicting anyone it was this vain and 
proud pseudo-scholar in order to ridicule him. 

A portrait of Lazius etched by Hans Sebald 
Lautensack in 1554 contains the ingredients 
necessary to make a comparison between it 
and Arcimboldo's librarian. The portrait of 
Lazius portrays him with a beard, holding a 
book in the left hand. In front of him are piled 
many books which he no doubt considered 
attributes of his profession. The drapery which 
hangs back of him is reminiscent of the one 
іп Arcimboldo's painting. The two portraits 
are rather similar in arrangement and detail, 
and it is quite possible that the portrait 
of Lazius inspired Arcimboldo to paint 
‘The Librarian."' 


Whether ог not the character depicted by 
Arcimboldo was intended to represent a 
librarian or a would-be scholar, the members 
of the library profession will surely want to 
welcome him to their ranks and claim him as 
their very own. 
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